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| « EMOTIOMAL Hoy wipes away the
tears as he recelves gold In Beljing

_ Crowd’s spontaneous applause for Beijing hero

i
CHRIS HOY only
realised he had
become a national
treasure when he left
BBC Television Centre
after recording last
night's Question of
Sport quiz.

Britain's triple gold medallist
in Beijing had hob-nobbed
with David Beckham at the
Olympics closing ceremony.
mode an open-topped bus along
Edinburgh's Royal Mile and
was afforded the Freedom of

| Manchestar.

He was quistly congratulating

| himsslf on his 100 per cent

record on QoS (seven
Eppearanoes, Seven wins) whan
he was spotted from the queus
for admission to anothor show

and suddenly the whole line
burst into applause.

In a week when the football
season burst into madness, it
was a touching snapshot of
public recognition.

Next door to his velodrome
stronghold in Manchester,
Hoy's new neighbours are
superrich oil barons, replacing
a fugitive from Thal justice -
and their shopping list reads
like a ransom note.

But Britain will not forget the
lions of Beijing readily.
especially those like Hoy who
brought shafts of gold into the
dullest August on record al
home. “l didn't realise how
much the country wWas Crying

out for something to celebrate,”
said Hoy, the first British
Olympian in 100 years to reach
the top of the podium three
times at the same Games.

“With all the doom and
gloom of the credit crunch it
was nice to play a small part
in lifting their spirts, if only
for a short while.

“Maybe the public were
ready for a reminder of true
Olympian vahes, of sportsmen
and women doing something
they love for their country, for
the medal, and not for money.

“But | don't blame footballers
for accepting massive salaries

if somecne offered me
£150,000 a week, | can't
truthfully say I would turn it
down. Al the same time, I'm
not motivated by money.”

Hoy, 32, was untouchable in

the men's team sprint, Keirin
and individual sprint as
Britain's cyclists claimed eight
of our 19 gold medals.

He expects to resume
training within a fortnight,
although he may be restricted
to a watching briel at next
month's sell-out Warld Cup
meeting in Manchester.

Yet everybody wants to be
like The Real McHoy, His Royal
Hovness, Hoycules - take your
pick - a phenomenon
confirmed on the night he was
Britain’s standard bearerin the
Birds Nest.

A text message from fellow = r=—
cyclist Jason Queally reaffirmed  JSEcTe

Hoy's new cult status. It read,
*Three gold medals - not bad.
Carrying the flag at closing
ceremony - pretty good.
Meeting Jimmy Page... WOW!"
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<. KEEP IT STEADY Hoy with Buster Martin, 102, who will
attempt the London-Brighton bike ride on a three-wheeler
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